Newsfile by Staff, Editorial
New Directions
Volume 15 | Issue 3 Article 2
7-1-1988
Newsfile
Editorial Staff
Follow this and additional works at: http://dh.howard.edu/newdirections
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Howard @ Howard University. It has been accepted for inclusion in New Directions by
an authorized administrator of Digital Howard @ Howard University. For more information, please contact lopez.matthews@howard.edu.
Recommended Citation
Staff, Editorial (1988) "Newsfile," New Directions: Vol. 15: Iss. 3, Article 2.
Available at: http://dh.howard.edu/newdirections/vol15/iss3/2
NEWSFILE
W alter H. A nnenberg, presiden t 
of Triangle Publications, p u b ­
lishers  of the  h ig h ly  successfu l 
TV Guide and Seventeen  m aga­
zines and the  Daily Racing Form  
newspaper, has donated $2 m illion 
to  th e  School of Com m unications.
The g ift w ill be used  to  e s tab ­
lish  an  endowed c h a ir  and  schol­
a rsh ip s  for students.
The appointee to  the  W alter H. 
A nnenberg D istingu ished  C hair in  
Com m unications, as i t  w ill be 
called, w ill teach  one course  a 
sem ester, conduct a na tiona l sym ­
posium  on a com m unications 
topic and  w ill be expected to  m ain ­
ta in  a record  of scho larsh ip  and 
professional a c tiv ity  th a t  g a rn e rs  
na tiona l visibility . He or she w ill 
hold the  p restig ious post for one 
to  th re e  years.
The new  scho larsh ip  program  
w ill enable the  school to  select up  
to  five ta len ted  u nderg radua te  
s tu d en ts  a year to  p u rsu e  stud ies 
in  broadcasting, broadcast jo u r­
nalism , p r in t  jo u rn a lism  or a 
rela ted  m ass com m unications d is­
cipline. Called A nnenberg Honors 
Fellows, th ey  w ill be req u ired  to 
take an  honors class or sem inar 
each year, w rite  a th es is  on a su b ­
jec t re levan t to  th e ir  m ajor and 
partic ipa te  in  an  in te rn sh ip  — 
w hile receiv ing  $ 10,000 a year to 
cover tu itio n , fees, books and 
o ther expenses.
A form er U.S. A m bassador to  
Great B rita in  (1974-78), A nnenberg 
is also the  founder of th e  A nnen­
berg School of Com m unications 
graduate  program s, based a t the 
U n iversity  of P ennsy lvan ia  and  
the  U n iversity  of Sou thern  
California.
Among other recen t g if t s  to  th e  
u n iv e r s ity  are  $900,000 from  the 
Howard Hughes Medical In s t i tu te  
and  softw are w o rth  m ore th a n  
$900,000 from  Applied Data Re­
search  Inc. (ADR), a m ajor pro ­
ducer of so ftw are for IBM m ain ­
fram e com puters.
The g ran t from  the  Bethesda,
Md.-based Howard Hughes Medical 
In s ti tu te  w ill help fu n d  education  
and resea rch  program s in  biolog­
ical and  re la ted  sciences for h ig h  
school and college studen ts , the  
pu rchase  of scientific and  com­
p u te r  equipm ent for these  p ro ­
gram s and facu lty  and adm in is­
tra tiv e  costs.
Howard is one of 44 academic 
in s ti tu tio n s  receiv ing  g ran ts  
to ta lin g  $30.4 m illion.
According to  in s t i tu te  p resident 
P u rn e ll W Choppin, the  g ran ts  re ­
flect the  in s t i tu te ’s goals “to  su p ­
p o rt education re la ted  to  biology 
and m edicine in  th e  broadest 
sense, and  to  en su re  th a t  the  n ex t 
generation of m edical re sea rch ers  
have the  b es t possible tra in ing .”
The $900,000-plus in  softw are 
from  ADR, is p a r t  of th e  P rince­
ton, N.J.-based com pany’s in i t i ­
ative to  rew ard  $12 m illion  in  
softw are over the  n ex t th re e  years  
to  some of the  n a tio n ’s m ajor 
un iversities.
Along w ith  the  softw are, 
Howard w ill receive from  ADR the  
fu ll  com ponent of su p p o rt and 
service th a t  i t  provides for i ts  cu s­
tom ers. The u n iv e rs ity  also w ill 
receive free cu rr icu lu m  consu l­
ta tion , tra in in g  m ateria ls  and  in ­
s tru c tio n  for facu lty  m em bers a t 
ADR’s na tiona l lea rn in g  centers.
A glow ing tr ib u te  was paid to 
the  late widow of one of the  u n i­
v e rs ity ’s form er top a d m in is tra ­
to rs  a t a Ju n e  m em orial cerem ony 
in  A ndrew  R ank in  M emorial 
Chapel on the  m ain  campus.
Michael R. W inston, vice p resi­
dent for academic affairs, said: 
“The extended academic com m u­
n ity  exemplified by How ard U ni­
v e rs ity  is deeply saddened by 
the loss of Mrs. Blanche W right 
Nelson,” w hose late  h u sb an d  
served the  u n iv e rs ity  in  m any 
capacities, including  th a t  of pro­
fessor, dean, and vice president.
“A p a r t  of the  broader life of the 
u n iv e rs ity  for m ore th a n  s ix ty  
years,” W inston continued , “her 
co n trib u tio n s  to  i t  w en t fa r 
beyond conventional dim ensions 
of spousal s u p p o r t . . .
“While he r late  husband , Dr. 
W illiam S tu a rt Nelson, had a 
p le tho ra  of u n iv e rs ity  du tie s  and 
u n u su a lly  d iverse in te llec tua l 
in te res ts , she also had her own 
agenda of concerns and  com m it­
m ents. Her ideas, and  the  ac tiv i­
ties th a t  supported  them , were 
p a rticu la rly  re so n a n t in  a  prog­
ressive u n iv e rs ity  env ironm en t 
in  w h ich  respect for a tra d itio n  
anchored a n  energetic b u t qu iet 
cam paign for global economic and 
social change.”
At th e  10th A n nual A la in  Locke 
L ecture sponsored by the  philoso­
phy departm ent, H enry  Louis 
Gates Jr. delivered an  upbeat, fre ­
quen tly  w it ty  and u ltim a te ly  s t i r ­
r in g  defense of the  inclusion  of 
w orks by m ino ritie s  and women 
in  the  “canon,” th a t  body of lite r­
a tu re  viewed by a  society  to  be 
of value.
Gates, who is professor of Eng­
lish , A fricana  Studies and  Com­
para tive  L ite ra tu re  a t Cornell 
U niversity, h as  earned  som ew hat
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of a  rep u ta tio n  as a  “boy w onder” 
in  l i te ra ry  circles as a re s u l t  of 
h is  own scholarly  o u tp u t and  the  
honors th a t  have come h is  way.
He is ed ito r of th e  “Schom burg 
L ib rary  of N ineteen th-C entury  
Black Women W riters”; the  au th o r 
of su ch  books as Figures in  Black: 
Words, Signs and the Racial Se lf 
and The S ig n ify in g  M onkey: To­
w ards a Theory o f Afro-Am erican  
L ite ra ry  Criticism  (all Oxford U ni­
v e rs ity  Press); a recipient of a 
M acA rthur “gen ius” g ran t; fellow­
ships from  the  Mellon, Rockefeller 
and Ford F oundations and a n u m ­
ber of rese a rc h  grants.
In  h is  w ell-attended lectu re , 
Gates lam basted  those who seek a 
“nostalgic r e tu r n ” to  w h a t he 
term ed  “the  an tebellum  aesthetic  
position , w here m en were men, 
and m en were w h ite , w hen c ritic s  
were w h ite  men, and  w hen  women 
and p ersons of color were voice­
less, faceless se rv an ts  and  la ­
borers, pou ring  tea  and filling 
b randy  sn if te rs  in  th e  board  
room s of old boys’ clubs.”
As an  a lte rn a tiv e  to  th is  “an te ­
bellum  aesthetic  position,” he pro­
posed th is :
“We m u st redefine the  no tion  of 
th e  canon, and  indeed of the  h u ­
m an ities  them selves, by defining 
these  to  be n o t m erely the  im por­
ta n t  w ritin g s  of w h ite  men, b u t 
th e  im p o rta n t w ritin g s  of women 
and men, w h e th er th e ir  province 
be A frica or Asia, Europe or the 
Middle East, th e  F irs t World or the  
T hird  World.
“Perhaps the  m ost u n fo rtu n a te  
and politically  dangerous p u n  
u nder w h ich  the  w ritin g s  of non ­
w h ite  th in k e rs  have suffered  is 
th a t  ty ra n n ic a l connection be­
tw een the  w ords h u m a n ity  on one 
han d  and  the  h u m an itie s  on the  
other, for the  h u m an itie s  as these 
have been tau g h t in  the  West have 
embodied only the  th o ugh t of the 
th in k e rs  of the  West and no t the  
th o u g h t of the  g rea t c u ltu re s  of 
the  world.”
Earlier, as Gates had looked ou t 
a t the  audience in  the  au d ito riu m  
of the  School of Business and P u b ­
lic A dm in istra tion  and acknowl­
edged a nu m b er of old friends,
he rem arked, “I love com ing to 
Howard. I t ’s like w alk ing  square ly  
in to  the  Black in te llec tua l 
trad ition .”
A lain Locke, for w hom  the 
philosophy d ep a rtm en t’s lec tu re  
series is nam ed, was, of course, 
an  exem plar of th a t  trad ition . 
Tbacher, philosopher, author, critic, 
in te llec tua l gadfly, he is perhaps 
best know n for h is  sem inal in flu ­
ence on the  New Negro [or “H ar­
lem ”] Renaissance. At Howard, h is  
teach ing  career spanned  41 years.
The $48-m illion  Howard P laza
housing  project c u rre n tly  u nder 
co n stru c tio n  d ram atically  te s t i ­
fies to  the  u n iv e rs ity ’s com m it­
m ent to  m in o rity  business. The 
to ta l value of con tracts  aw arded 
to  m in o rity  firm s on the  project is 
m ore th a n  $20 m illion.
The project also has made u til iz ­
ing the  sk ills  of Howard a lu m n i a 
h ig h  priority , no tes project m ana­
ger Edw ard W P inkard , h im se lf a 
1969 graduate  of the  university . 
The lead a rc h ite c tu ra l firm  re ­
sponsible for the  design — B ryan t 
and  B ryan t of W ashington, D.C. — 
is headed by Howard a lum ni 
Charles and  Robert B ryant. One of 
the  u n d e rw ritin g  firm s th a t  h a n ­
dled the  bond offering — Pryor, 
Govan, C ounts and  Co. of New York 
— includes Howard a lum n i Mal­
colm P ryo r and Allen Counts, to  
take an o th er example.
F u tu re  a lum ni, els well, have 
been involved in  the  project. Three 
s tu d en ts  in  the  School of Engi­
neering  and an o th er in  th e  School 
of A rch itec tu re  and  P lann ing  
spen t the  p as t year w orking  as 
part-tim e  a ss is ta n ts  to  the  project 
su p e rin ten d en t and engineers.
The Howard Plaza housing  proj­
ect, a tw in-tow er 797-unit a p a rt­
m ent complex, w ill be the  f irs t 
new  u n iv e rs ity  housing  to  be 
b u ilt  since B ethune Hall w as con­
s tru c te d  in  the  m id 1960s. I t  is 
designated p rim a rily  (b u t n o t ex­
clusively) for graduate-level and 
m arried  studen ts.
Tracy R obinson N ew ell and 
Jam es O’B arr th is  May became 
the  f irs t g raduates of a m aste r’s 
degree program  in  social w ork 
w ith  displaced populations th a t  is 
believed to  be the  f ir s t  of i ts  k in d  
in  the  world.
“The p rogram  is designed to  p ro ­
vide education, sk ills  and career 
o p po rtun itie s  for s tu d en ts  in te r ­
ested  in  w orking  w ith  refugees, 
v ictim s of d isasters , th e  hom eless 
and  o ther displaced groups — b o th  
in  the  U nited  States and abroad,” 
says R ichard  A. English, dean of 
the School of Social Work.
Adds Fariyal Ross-Sheriff, coor­
d inato r for the  program : “W hat we 
are try in g  to do is help s tu d e n ts  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  the  process from  u p ­
roo ting  to  adap ta tion  to  a  new  
way of life. The focus is on p lu ­
ra lism  and  n o t the  m elting  pot 
approach.”
S tudents g radua ting  from  the  
program , w h ich  w as launched  in  
1986, are fortified  n o t only  by 
w h a t th ey  lea rn  in  the  classroom  
and lib ra ry  b u t also by p ractical 
experience. Examples:
Newell hsis m onito red  the  prog­
ress  of youngste rs  in  foster care 
for the  D.C. D epartm ent of H um an 
Services’ Refugee Unaccom panied 
M inors P rogram  and  assisted  a 
court-ordered  m on ito ring  com m it­
tee charged w ith  p lan n in g  and 
coord inating  ac tiv itie s  for de­
in s titu tio n a liz e d  m ental patien ts.
O’B arr has w orked in  W ashing­
to n  w ith  V ietnam ese and Cambo­
d ian  adolescents in  a L u th eran  
Social Services program  and coun­
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seled young Salvadoran ch ild ren  
at FAMILIA, a sm all p riva te  social 
services agency for Latino c h il­
d ren  and th e ir  families.
Newell, a form er Howard law 
studen t, and O’Barr, a form er 
teacher in  Berkeley, Ca., tend  to 
speak of th e ir  g rav ita tio n  to  social 
w ork as a “calling.” As Newell p u ts  
it, “I feel th a t  advocating for the  
d isadvantaged and the  voiceless is 
one of the  m ost honorable th in g s  
th a t  one can do in  life. And I w an t 
to  he proud of w h a t I do.”
Howard film m aker Edward Tim  
L ew is’ “Serving Two M asters” was 
show n at the  Sydney (A ustralia) 
Film  Festival and  the  New ark 
(N. J.) Black Film  Festival in  Ju n e  
and the  A thens (Ohio) In te rn a ­
tional Film  Festival in  May. In  
A pril i t  had been given a special 
show ing a t W ashington’s Biograph 
th ea te r  as p a r t  of the  New Age 
Film  Festival and i t  is scheduled 
to  r e tu r n  to  the  Biograph again  
from  Septem ber 12-22.
The hour-long dram atic  film  ju x ­
taposes the  experience of two 
Black m en — a troub led  Episcopal 
p rie s t w ho is now  a hom eless m an  
roam ing the  s tre e ts  p reach ing  
aga in st in justice  and  an  elegantly- 
clad up-and-com ing executive who 
w ill do a n y th in g  to  please h is  
w h ite  bosses, including  defend h is  
com pany’s tac it su p p o rt of S outh  
Africa’s apartheid  policy.
A chance encoun ter betw een the  
two men, w ho had been friends a t 
some tim e in  the  d is ta n t past, 
serves as Lewis’ dram atic  device
to address some pressing  societal 
issues and explore them  from  a so­
cially  conscious Black perspective. 
As Lewis explains it, “Home­
lessness is a m etaphor th a t  I am  
using  for the  experience of Black 
people in  America. Am erica has 
consis ten tly  rejected  o u r con­
science and o u r perspective. We 
have alw ays s trugg led  to  change 
America’s values, b u t  in  try in g  the 
irony  is th a t  in  m any cases we 
have tak en  on the  m ora lity  of the  
very  in s ti tu tio n s  we w ere try in g  
to  change.”
Lewis, a lec tu re r  in  the  School of 
Com m unications, is one of “The 
A u teu rs  of Howard,” so-described 
in  an  A pril 14 W ashington Post a r­
ticle of th a t  title . As w r ite r  Carla 
Hall described H ow ard’s residen t 
film m akers: “They are  acutely  
aw are of the  enorm ous social and 
political power of film, hav ing  
often  seen i t  used  to  d is to r t  im ­
ages of blacks in  Am erica, and 
they  take very  se riously  the  goal 
of correc ting  those d is to rtio n s  in  
th e ir  own films. Some of them  
would ra th e r  experim ent w ith  the 
film m aking process th a n  take a 
safe ro u te  to  a su re  resu lt.” [See 
also, “The Image M essengers: Film ­
m akers a t H ow ard” in  the  A pril 
1983 issue  of N ew  Directions.]
C arroll L. M iller, graduate  pro­
fessor of h igher education  and a 
form er dean of the  G raduate 
School (now the  G raduate School 
of A rts  and Sciences), had in sp ir­
ing w ords for the  1988 Ph.D. g rad­
u a tes  a t a cerem ony honoring  
th e ir  achievem ents.
He told them  to  “dem onstrate  
your recognition  of H ow ard’s 
place in  yo u r life and  a ss is t y ou r 
Alm a M ater in  several ways:”
□  Iden tify  and encourage m inor­
i ty  y o u th  to  con tinue  th e ir  edu ­
cation, especially  th ro u g h  the  
graduate  level.
□  M ain tain  con tinuous contact 
w ith  Howard, especially  yo u r 
d e p a r tm e n t. . .
□  Share yo u r m ate ria l goods so 
th a t  o th ers  m ay follow in  your 
footsteps.
Also, a t th e  cerem ony in  the  
B lackburn Center, one scholarsh ip  
— The Chief M.K.O. Abiola Fellow­
ship  — w as aw arded to  Dominic 
Kwang N tube, a g raduate  s tu d e n t 
from  Cameroon, who is com plet­
ing Ph.D. req u irem en ts  in  the  
A frican  Studies and R esearch P ro­
gram . The p resen ta tio n  was made 
by Sulaym an S. Nyang, acting  d i­
rec to r of the  A frican  Studies 
program .
The 1988 Ph.D. Class of 76 is the  
largest since the  f ir s t  tw o doctoral 
degrees (in  chem istry ) were 
aw arded 30 years  ago. Last year, 
the  u n iv e rs ity  aw arded 65 Ph.D. 
degrees.
A $2.2 m illio n  five -year  grant
was recen tly  aw arded to  the  u n i­
v e rs ity  by th e  N ational In s t i tu te  
on D isability  and  R ehabilita tion  
R esearch, an  agency of th e  U. S. 
D epartm ent of Education.
The f irs t y ea r’s fu n d in g  of 
$439,090 w ill be applied tow ard  
the  crea tion  of a R esearch and 
Training Center, u n d e r the  au s­
pices of the  u n iv e rs ity ’s Center for 
the  Study of Handicapped Chil­
d ren  and Youth.
The new  u n i t  w ill focus on ad­
d ressing  problem s affecting eco­
nom ically d isadvantaged disabled 
persons. I ts  ac tiv ities  w ill include 
efforts to  increase  em ploym ent 
among the  disabled, an  assess­
m ent of the  technology available 
to the  econom ically d isadvan­
taged, rese a rc h  on a ttitu d e s  th a t  
lim it reh ab ilita tio n  of d isadvan­
taged ind iv iduals  and the  develop­
m ent of su p p o rt system s for the 
disabled. □
NEW DIRECTIONS JULY 1988 3
Staff: Newsfile
Published by Digital Howard @ Howard University,
